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conceived its function to consist "in securing that our con-
nection, while it lasts, shall be as profitable to both parties,
and our separation, when it comes, as amicable as possible."
Responsible Government was not defined in a niggardly
spirit. When the Canadian Parliament in 1849 passed the
Rebellion Losses Bill, which the furious Loyalists stigma-
tized as subsidizing the rebels of the 1837 Revolt, Lord
Durham's son-in-law, Lord Elgin, as Governor-General of
Canada, gave it the royal assent, because the Canadian Parlia-
ment had passed the Act. More completely still was a
colony's freedom vindicated when, in 1859, Canada intro-
duced a Customs tariff and successfully maintained her fiscal
autonomy against a violently free-trade mother country by
declaring that they "could not waive nor diminish the right
of the people of Canada to decide for themselves both as to
the mode and extent to which taxation shall be imposed."

Elsewhere England pursued the same policy. In Australia
malcontent settlers in New South Wales were in 1850 simply
told to form an independent colony, Victoria, and to draft
whichever constitution they pleased, which latter would in
due course be ratified by the Home Government. Similarly
in Africa representative government was introduced in 1854,
when the first Parliament met in Cape Town, and a strict
policy of non-intervention in affairs concerning the hinterland
was insisted upon. It was the discovery of the Kimberley
Diamond Fields in 1869-70 and the triumph of the Bismarckian
blood-and-iron policy at Versailles which, each in its own way,
have, it seems to me, combined to usher in a new epoch of
Imperialism and "dominative" mentality, and have caused
such a gfave set-back to mid-Victorian Liberalism as to leave
us with a legacy of which we have not even yet quite rid our-
selves. In 1863 England could still, with perfect goodwill and
the best of grace on her part, let the people of a colonial
possession of hers like the Ionian Islands exchange their